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Chapter |

Do You
Really Want a

Par-time Business?

love to have a partime businessWhy, | can pictureit
now— my very own pieceof the American dreamld be
my own boss,with noone toanswelto, no ondgotakeordersfrom,
nooneto tell me whattodoor howtodoit. And, to topit off, I'd
havea separate sourcef income. This could meafinancial secu
rity and, with a lot of hard work and a little luck, financial
independence.

"Think of all thethings | couldbuy with that money,of all the
placesl could affordto visit."

If you'll comedown to earthfor just a minute, I'll repeatthe
guestion:Do you really wanta parttime business? mean,really.
Are you willing to spendthetime andeffort necessaryo makeit
work?Canyou discipline yourselsothingswill getdonewithout a
bosscheckingup onyou?Do you havethe" stick-to-itiveness$' to
giveyour part-time businessattentionlong after the first flush of
excitementfadesit's like adoptinganewpet:someonavill haveto
feedand batheit, trainit, takecareof it whenit's sick, let it in and
out of the house— all thethingswe don'tthink aboutwhenwe're
cuddlingit ontheway home from thepetshop.

If you're willing to putin thetime andwantto earnextracash,
thenl'll showyouhowtostarttheperfecthomebusiness!ll explain
in detail howyou canearnseveralthousanddollars a year working
in your spardime (just acoupleof hoursa day)rightin yourown
backyard.

And, what'smore,you'll getpaidfor doing somethingouloveto
do:gardenlit doesn'tmatterwhetheryou'reabeginneror anexpert,

S Anyonewho picksupthis bookis goingto say," Sure,l'd
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youngor old. whether youlive in thecity or thesuburbs,own your
ownhomeor rentanapartmentlive in theNorth, South,East,or
West,this programworkseverywhereandfor justabouteveryone.

You Decide the Tetms

I'm goingto show you howo starta parttime busineson your
ownterms. In otherwords,youwill betheboss.Youwill decidehow
many houryouwanttowork. Youwill choosehedaysof theweek
andthetimesof the day. You will decide howhard you wantto
work. Justthink, instead ofacceptinga parttimejob onTuesday,
Thursday,andSaturdaynightsfrom sixto eleven.when theywant
youandhavingtodowhatever theywant youto do. now you carbe
thebossand makehedecisions.In effect,you canwrite your own
ticket to freedomand happiness.

And if, after startingyouaren'tmakingenoughmoneyandwant
toexpandthere'snoproblem.You canspendasmuch spare timas
youdesire with directprofitableresults.Ontheotherhand,if you
find yourselfspendingmorehoursthanyou really want to,it's just
aseasyto cut backto a morecomfortablelevel.

If youfind it hardtoimagine gettingpaid for something yowo
for enjoyment, imaginéarder.Believeme,you will soonget usedo
theideaof earning money for somethingulove doing.Soon,with
alittle effortanddirection,youwill beturning your spare time into
cash— bigcash.

Why Square Foot Gardening
Is the Ideal Bushness

Closeto home Flexible hours

Little cash required No expensiveequipment
Enjoyable Easyto manage

Run businessyourself Fewsuppliesneeded
Productis high in demand Profitable

Little waste Uncomplicated
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"But | haveno sparetime,” you say. No
sparetime. Pick up any magazine— especi
women— andl guarantegou'll find anarticl
spardime.Somewill adviseyoutosetasideth
yourdayto pursueaspecialnterestsomerec
or four fifteen-minutebreaksduringtheday f
tion. All thiscanbedonewithoutinterfering
dule or your productivity. In fact, it's supp«
productionby giving you a new leaseon life.
businesganbehandledthatsameway, andif
few hoursadayeveryonenasavailable— youk
afterwork, after dinnerprevenlaterin thee\
need.

In fact,with acashgardenyoudon't havet
day.Somepeople seasidetwo orthreedaysd
othersusetheirweekendsRememberyou're
to you to decidehow you wantto divide you

Tax Advantages

Your parttime businessvill also bringyou:
endof each yeaf{moreaccuratelyaroundAr
severalbig incometax deductions.Thefede
allow, but actuallyencourage yotio deductt
theexpense®f runningyour businessA pol
tion, repairs,insuranceandgas;gardentools
peatmoss, pailspots,plantingsix-packs, ve!
speciaklothingsuchasglovesandboots; han
containersglectricity, water...why, eventhe
buycanbedeductedln additionyou'll even b
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deductiononyourreturn,you haveto earna profit in two out of

everyfive years.
But you'regoingtodobetterthanthat,| justknowit. | amgoing

to show youhowto have a profitevery year.

Your Qualifications

Are you qualifiedto run a parttime business?

Firstof all, don't getscaredand jumpto theconclusionthatyou
aren'tqualified. Readon andlet's seewhetheranyfears youmight
havecan't be easily resolved.

THREE REASONS MOST NEW BUSINESSES FAIL

Reasonsfor Failing How About Cash Gardening?

1. Money: Startingcoststoo high; Startingcostsaslow as$50.
not enoughmoneycomingin.

2. Lack of experienceor ability. Squarefoot gardeningis soeasy a
beginnerbecomesan expertin no

time atall.

3. Lack of businessthe first year. This methodassuresa continuous
profit beforeyou start; youcustom
erwill buy everythinghat youcan
raise.

Most peoplesayatfirst,” But I've neverrunabusinessl wouldn't
know thefirst thingabouthow to goaboutgettingstarted,howto

setit up, or even howto keepit going.”
Not true. All of us alreadyrun businesses-our own personal

businesseqyur personalives. You buythingseveryday, payingin
cashor by check,you charge thingandpay when yowgetthe bill,
you sit down oncea monthto look overall thosebills anddecide
which onesto pay nowandwhich onesto hold off on, youmail-
order clothingor gifts, you plan meals iradvance, yoevenmake
bigdecisionaboutvacations, makthereservationandthencarry
them out. Andwhetheryou'reona vacationor a quick jauntto the
localshoppingmall, you'recontinually makingdecisionson where
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to go, whom to buy from, who can give you the bestserviceor
productsfor your money.Every time you eat out,you decideon
wheretogo,whattoorder,whetherthebill is correct, howmuchto
tip. Don't tell me you can't handlea small parttime business.
You're doingit right now.

What's Involved

Nowthatyou'renolongerworriedaboutbeingqualified,let's go
ontothenext questionwhat's reallyinvolvedin a part-time busi-
ness? The answeristhere are lotof things,justasin daily living. If
you look ateachoneseparatelypneatatime,they'rejustalot of
simple stepsWhen you puthemalltogether, they beconthedaily
functioning of a business. Everinitial establishmentis nothing
morethana stepby-step processf recognizingevaluating decid
ing, andthenacting.I'm goingto takeyouthrougheachstepof the
cashgardeningbusinessBy the time you finish this book, you'll
know all thereis to know aboutit. You'll just haveto makeslight
adjustments foyour area, yousituation,andyour desires.

Ask yourselfthese questions:

"Dol really wantto earnextracash?

"Do | enjoy gardening?

If youranswersare'yes;’ therestis easy.You haveto beserious
andwilling to apply yourfull talent,interest,andenthusiasmoOf
coursethere are bountio besomeslowordiscouragingimeswhen
you feel like giving up, and for theseyou'll needthat" stick-to-
itiveness, somedeterminationto get overtherough spots.

Any businesgequiregime,too,andyou mustbewilling to giveit
thattime, especiallyatfirst. Therewill betimeswhen everyonelse
is off playingandyou havetotendto businessAt these times, tryo
remembelit's notreally businessit's justyourold hobby,garden
ing. You will wantto keepadequataecords,investthe necessary
time on a fairly regular scheduleand bedeterminedto do a good
job.

Good Boss Needed

Whether youcan bea good boss,muchlessyour ownboss,is a
guestionyou'll soonbe ableto answer. Asthe boss (that'syou),
you'll wanttoinsistyouremployee (you again$ ontime, produc
tive, knowledgeablehonest,diligent, friendly, andtrustworthy. If
your employeésn't, it's your job asbossto pointthemoutandto
help train that personto do better. Ofcourse,thefirst stepis to
recognizethatthere'ssomethingacking before/ou canpointit out
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ar belp forred i, and sometimes that’s very hard shen Yo
dealing with yvurself. Ws doa'l often recagnice our own Haws. They
.IlIM Aoq’t secoil Lo show up it s mimor. Yonbave Lo he constanlly on
taealert. 03ne rade of tharh is ro ask yoursel, “I0 1 hired wam=poe
mnl Lhos is what he did. weould | be salisGedr

e T ———
WHEN TO START

Aopood thing abaoul the cash garden business i=rhad vou zan
starl al any s=azan o1 the year.

iL%s wimter, you should plan, argaoice, buy supplies. and
eign up your buyers.

[Fic'a =pring, voushouwld Jooall of the winler steps and starl
planting,

IFits sumenee, you should graduslly conver vour gardes L
wemih garden, and plan om going bigper nex YRELE.

Fallw the beat Cme tn get vour=oil and now garden lavoul
ready. 1% also the bess time 1o sipn up byt s,

Aoasis the fime Lo decide how much time and eneray ¥l
wanl o devore Lo Lhiz new business, and how mici space vau
fave availuhle,

M

ls B Warhwhia?

Aze vvuasking yowsell, Wil ir 211 e worthwhile? The answer,
WIThOUL guestion s gaing lo be "ves,™ Frd -kink af the pride and
self-satistaciion vou'll have in becoming vour own boss sumnething
everyong desres but fow acloolly sceomplish. [he rewands ir seli
ERLECHT AlONE juzt Sen't he #1Cueured. Ity a chapee thut dassn come
wlong often; for some peaple, bol ones in a Lfelime. And 2Jie best
pactisthat youden’t huve oo guil vour job. %a higr [imancial riske, no
maving to analles state, nonc of {the headach e nermally asgocialed
wilh w earcer ar job change. Yes, il will all he warthwhile  if you
wunt 1o gain conlrul aver youe financial 1tc by producing seme
exifra income, if vou're willing to be YOLL L bogs, be independ e,
and shape your owe lulvee. And youll also be belping others Try
providig Ieeshly groven, suceul=nt vegelahles a3 diregl link to g
keteet A healibier way of Lile.

Feaple will even live longer becanse o you. Thars reolly &
worthwhile accomplisheent, Repardicss of vour presemt situation
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or circumstancesif you wantto haveyour own businessyou will
succeedln fact,you can't miss.

Making Decisions

In starting anyhomebusinessgertainfactors musbeconsidered.
Themost basiégschoosingatypeof businesyouthink you'll enjoy,
aswell asoneyou're goingto begoodat.

Next, you mustconsider howmuchfreetime youhave,whether
thereis a marketfor your producthow much competition youwvill
have,andwhatyou needtogetstarted Will you haveto rent astore
fronttosellyour productorwill anadinthepapersuffice?Canyou
work at homeor will you haveto travel?How muchmoneywill be
neededto get started,and will you loseit all if the businesssn't
successful? Wilyou needhelp, speciaservicespermits, suppliesid
itayearroundoraseasonabusinessandhow doeghattiein with
your schedulesand preferences? You wouldn'tvant to starta
wreath businesi you like your Decemberholidays fregor family
activities,ora pookcleaning busineséyouliketotravelduringthe
summer.

Theperfectbusinessvould beone thatisinexpensivaostart,has
few governmentregulationsor involvements,is easyto run, and
bringstopdollar for your producf{which,in turn, shouldhavelittle
or nowasteor leftovers,and beeasyto sell). The most convenient
location is at or nearyour home. Thisnew businessshould not
requirelots of specialor expensiveequipmentstaff, or personnel,
butshouldbesomethingyou canoperateout of your ownhome.If
it is suitablefor a majority of the populatiorandwill work justas
well in any location or state,all the better.

The Perfect Business

| can'tthink of any homebusinesdetterqualifiedthanthecash
gardenidea.Let metell you why. First, youcanstartrightin your
own backyard.Eventhesmallestof yardswill do. Next, it requires
little equipmentand materials.You probablyalready have mogif
them,or can borrowor rentthemvery cheaply.You canevenget
suchitemsasharvestbasketsand equipmentfor freeif you know
whereto ask (seechapterfifteen). You'll havetheideal productto
sell,asfreshproduceisin bigdemandandwill commandopdollar.
I'll evenexplain how yoiwcan chargéull retail price whileothersare
getting wholesaleor half price, and I'll show you how to avoid
waste.

A Parttime Business?/7




Backyvards like this one offer ample space Tor cash gurdening.

Phe cash garden 15 a business almost anyone who loves to garden
can rum, No special skills or talents are required, and sinee you're
working at home, you don't need to buy extra clothes, travel, hirea
babysitter, or worry about your pets. You can hear the phone ring
LIF vou want to) or catch the mailinan when he comes. You'll even he
home when that plumber finally arrives, but now you can get
someifing done while you wait for him.

Littie Red Tape

Persons whao start businesses dread looking into the federal, state,
county, and local government regulations. You'll he pleasantly
surprised to learn that there will be little, if any, red tape, rules.
regulations, or government interference connected with a cash
garden. You'd think that because you're raising foad, that all the
suthorities would try (o get into the act, But unless vonu've ol u
really big business, or are shipping across state lines, or are involved
in the processing, freezing, or product-making aspects of food, no
ane will probably bother vou

Just to mra ke sure, call your local county agriculiural peent or the
county Extension Service. Be right up front with them. Tell them
exactly what you plan todo, and ask il there sre any regulations yau
should knowabout. or permits thai might be required. While you're
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ralking, ask lor a list of varieties of vegetables that do well in vour
arca. The county agents are there te help vou grow vegeiables
successfully, They spend most of thew nme with farmers. but shoul
behappy to mive you all the advice they can, Takedown the name of
the person you speuak with and ask il vew can get back ta him if you
bive any ouesiuons

Thix was & lawn until we estoblished eight 4 X 12-{ool beds.,
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Your Customers

You may havehegreatest idea going, bittwon't succeedinless
someonéuysyour product.Thebottomline is this:doyou havea
marketfor your fresh produce? our next stepmust be to think
aboutcustomersaand markets.

Thereare manywaysto sell your produce, fronsellingto your
neighboravhostopby (theycould phonein anorderaheadof time,
butthenthey don'tgettosqueeze¢he tomatoesfosettingupatable
at theweeklyfarmers'market. However,I'm not goingto recom
mend eithepf thesedeas.Your marketissoimportant;it caneasily
meanthe difference between succeasd failure. I've devoted a
chapterto this subject,and when you readt, several ideaswill
probablyappealto you. My adviceis to considerthe choicesvery
carefullyandto selecta marketonly aftera great deadf study.You
want to be successfuland your marketwill be the single most
important factorin reachingthatgoal.

Backup Needed

Consideryour supportsystem beforeyou start yourbusiness.
What happensvhenyoucan't betherebecaus®f work, vacation,
illness, or someotheremergencyZTanyou counton a neighbor,
friend, or family memberto helpout?Therewill alwaysbea few
peoplelooking overyour fence,at first wondering whatyou're up
to, andlatertellingyou how youcoulddoit better.Why not press
theminto actionwhentheneedarises? Askhemif they'd comeover
to wateror coverthe plants should yoneedhelp,andshow them
how to do it sothey'll be prepared.You may never needtheir
services,but better safehansorry.

Tak It Over

| would suggestthat youtalk overyour ideaswith aspouseor
gardeningor businesdriend andseewhatheor she thinks.You'l
probably hear dot of reasonswhy you shouldn'tstart sucha
businessprwhy it won't work. Don't letthatdiscourage youThink
throughtheideasandobjections, determine whether thegveany
validity — then go aheadand start your businesslIf you're truly
determinedowork hardandif youfollow my advicecarefully,you
can't miss. Your businessawill bea success.
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C_helpter 2
Cash
from the

Square Foot Garden

| Let's assumethat you're beginningto like the idea of
I $ startinga parttime businessat home, with the goal of
earninga few extra thousandlollars a yearNow that
you'refamiliar with therequirement®f the perfectpart-time busk
nessyou mayevenagreehata backyardashgardenfulfills many
orall of these requirement&ut why,youask,shouldit beasquare
foot garden’Someof you may evenbewondering what square
footgardens. Forthoseof youwhohavenever read my firsbook,
Square Foot Gardening, or seenthenationallytelevisedPBSseries
of the same naméere'sa brief summaryof how it all started.

The Beginning

Theideaof anewmethodof gardeninggcameto me when Iretired
from my ownconsulting engineeringusiness several yeagoand
became involvedvith alocalgardeningclub. Since had morefree
time thanmost members, everyormdwayslookedat mewhenthe
club needed volunteerSoonl found myself organizingandrun-
ning a new community gardenThen| beganto teachgardening
techniquedo its members.

| mustadmitthat atfirst | taughtsingle row gardeningbecause
thatwasall I'd everknown. But as| watched everyongarden, |
beganto questionthat old-fashioned method.| found it to be
illogical andinefficient intermsof time, space, costproduction—
you nameit. After askingall of theexpertsaround theountrywhy
we still use the single row method,the only answerl got was,
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"Becausethat's the way we've always done it." That alone was
enoughto makemesay," There'sgotto bea betterway."

ﬁ
BASCS OF SQUARE FOOT GARDENING

1. Create permanenfour-foot squaregarden blocks. with
narrowaislesall around.

2. Puta borde— lumberis fine— aroundeach one.
3. Loosenexistingsoil andfill with the bestsoil mix possible.

4, Add metal framesto north side of blocksto supportver-
tical vegetables— cucumberstomatoes, squash, and
melons.

5. Planandplantyour gardenin singlesquarefoot units.

6. Harvest whercropsareattheir peak.

7. Enrichsoil and plant new cropsimmediately. !

12/Cash from Square FooGardening




B E R -

5]

[ ]

i

A typical square foogarden offers varietyof vegetables.
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The New Method

After afew yearsof experimentation|] cameup with the square
foot methodasystemsosimple abeginnercan catctonin just afew
hours.It takesonly 20 percentof thegrowing spacef a conven
tional garden. Drudgerig out, for by eliminating80 percentof the
spaceg/ouautomaticallyeliminate80percentof thewatering weed
ing, fertilizing, andall the othelchoreshatgetpeopleverydiscour
aged by mid-summer.Taking careof that remaining20 percent
becomesoeasythatit's hardto convince oldtimersthatit works.
In fact, | don'teventry to convincethem anymore.

It's the beginner,the personwho has alwaysvantedto garden,
thepersonwhotried butgaveup because¢hework becamedrudg
ery—it's thoseapproximately5million Americans | wanto reach,
to showthemhow easyandfun squardoot gardenings. Through
theweeklynationalPBS TV show,thishas happene@®h, I still get
anoccasionaletterfrom someonepneof thoseold-timers(l don't
necessarilymeanold in years,just by habit andattitude)sayingit
justwon't work, it's tooeasy.Sol saythey're probablyright (but
don't tell themillions of Americanswho arealreadyenjoying their
squarefoot gardens).

While | wasexperimentinganddevelopingthe squarefoot sys
tem,l ranintoa lotof peoplewhowerehavingtrouble making ends
meet.Thiswasin 1975, inthedaysof a nationalrecessionWe had
highunemploymenandextreme inflationand thepriceof gasshot
up from thirty centsto over$1.30per gallon.| keptthinking that
oneanswer wouldefor everyoneacrosghe countrytostartahome
food garden as thegid during World War I1. But many people
cameupto meandsaid,”You know, Iwasakid in theforties. My
parentsmade me work in our Victory Garden, and've hated
gardeningeversince

Eventhough ourVictory Gardensmay have helped us win the
war, they also helpedgive gardeninga bad name. Memoriesof
hoeinglongsinglerows of cornand beans,gettinghot anddusty,
lugging pails of water, picking and shelling peasuntil we could
scream...it wasjusttoo much.
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Why Grow S Much?

Which brought me to my next question:why did we grow so
muchandwhy wasit all readyto harvestatthe samdime?There
must be a betterway to garden.We're still beingtaughtby most
expertgogrowcropsin long,singlerows,andnowthe latestfad is
doubleortriple rowsorevenwiderows,asif asinglerowfifteenfeet
long didn't produce enougHhettuce all at once. What'sa home
gardener goingo do with thirty headsof leaf lettucein oneweek?
Now we're supposedo grow triple rows andraise ninety heads.
Come onAmerica,let's wakeup andthtow all thatlettucebackat
theexperts.

Single rowgardenings merelya handme-down of commercial
farming. All thosesinglerowswith a threefoot pathbetweerthem,
on bothsides,no less,wereplannedso thetractorcould getin.

But mostAmericans don'bwntractorsanddon't evenwantto,
sowhy wastesomuchspace™ leaflettucecanbeplanted sixnches
apartin arow, why doesthe nextrow haveto betwo or threefeet
away?lt doesn't,of course.

A lot of spaceds wastedwhenvegetableare plantedin single rows.
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How It Works

Squardootgardeningffers youa controlled methodf planting
andwastesnospace.Your garderhasseverafour-foot squareof
plantingspace, eactvith anaisle allthewayaroundit. You reach
intoyour plantingareayoudon'tsteponit. By walkingonlyin the
aislesyoukeepyourgrowingsoil looseandfriable, insteadf being
packeddown.

Thenyou work your gardemne square fooata time.If one
squardoot of radishegsixteen)isn't enough you plant twosquare
feetandgetthirty-two radisheslt's thatsimple.If onesquardoot
of ruby lettuce (four headsisn't enoughfor oneweek, plant two
squardeetandgeteight headsCabbages largerthanlettuceand
eachhead requires squarefoot, so plant thesame numbeof
squarefeetasyou wantcabbage.

If a cutwormgetsoneor two of thoseplants,havea few extra
transplants standinlgy, or plant afew extrasjustin case But nota
whole thirty-foot rowof them.If youfeelyoucan accepthelossof
oneor two plants, therimmediatelyreplantthatsquare footwvith
anothercrop.Eitherway,your gardemwill remainfull andcontinu
ally productivewith everysquare footbeingplanted, grownhar
vested,and thenreplantedwith a secondand evena third crop.
Depending on youchoiceof crops and your areaf the country,
you might getfour orfive cropsperyearfrom everysquarefoot.

Controlled Harvest

Controlled planting meansa controlledharvest:four headsof
lettucea week,nine bunchef spinach sixteen radishegnehead
of cabbage.

Thisis morein keeping withtoday'sway of shoppingandeating.
It just doesn't makesenseto grow morethan you need,thento
hurriedly try to can, freeze,or worst of all, eat' all thoseextra
vegetables.

That'sthebasic ideaf thesystem.There are some adaptiows!'ll
discusdaterfor growinga cash garden.
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Grown Locally

As | was developing, testingand perfecting my squarefoot
systemtheeconomykeptgoingdownhill, andfolks werehavingit
harderthanever.l beganto wonder. Why not have a smalllocal
homebusinesselling vegetables¥hy shouldfarmersgrow crops
in onestateand ship themin refrigerated cars clear acrotse
countrywhenthe sameroducecould begrown locally anddeliv-
ered freshjustafew milesto its destination? seemed logicalhat
combiningsquare foogardeningvith theconcepf sellingvegeta
bleslocally could providea solutionto theeconomiccrunchwe're
all hearingabout.

Need a Market

But howtosell,andto whom?Thatwasthenext questionAs a
businessman, knewyou hadto have agood markebr youdidn't
have abusinesslt doesn'tmatterwhetheryouknit sweater®r grow
spinach,if thereisn't someonepr betteryet a lot of people,who
want whatyou're producingandarewilling to payforit, youhave a
hobby, nota business.

So | sat down andapproachedhe problemfrom the purely
businesstandpointSincethefirst stepusuallyistoseewhat others
havedone,l checked althe booksl could find onsellinggarden
produce.What a collection. They all promiseddramaticresults,
includingcash,but Isoonfound outthattheyweren'tvery practical.
Onewasa collectionof a company's magazine articles ottegpast
tenyears,put together aghe chaptersof a book. Boy, wasthat
outdated. Anothewentintogreatdetailonhowtodesignandpave
aparkinglot for aroadsidestand.Canyou imaginehowfew people
would findthatinformationuseful 7T herestof thestoriestold how
someondgook a bushelbasketof hugezucchinisinto a restaurant
andasked,"How muchwill you give mefor this?* Theanswerwas
usually $2.50.

Soagain,l knewl hadto find a betterway, onethatjust about
anyonecoulduse.l first namedit backyardfarming,andl setoutto
proveit would work. After raisingthe vegetablesn a square foot
garden| testedeverymarketl couldthink of, with thesoleexcep
tion of driving down thestreetin my vintagetruck, ringing a bell.
After makinga few adjustmentsanda few moretrials, | cameup
with the requirementdor a foolproof systemand namedit Cash
from Square FooGardening.
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The Final Text

To makesureit wasn't just afluke, or the resultsof my own
ambitionanddrive, | rented avacantlot andhiredthreepeopleto
grow andsellthevegetablesTheywerea newlywedyoung woman,
a middleagedhousewife,anda retiredgentlemarwho hadbeena
concertpianist. Theyworked with greatenthusiasnmand quickly
learnedthesystem.Nonewasanexpert gardenein fact, two were
fairly newtogardeningputtheyall lovedwhattheyweredoing,and
it worked. Theresults:morethan$1 persquare footprofit. And
remember, thisvasseveralearsago.lt workedsowellthatl knewl
would haveowrite abookaboutit, tosharethis experience withll
wholovegardeningandwantto earn some extrmoneyfrom their
backyards.

Thisbookwould havebeenwrittenfouryearsago,except forone
thing— television.No, not becauseé spenttoo much time watching
football gamesor soapoperas,but becausd endedup on PBS
televisionwith my own weekly program.Somesaythat thebook
shouldhavebeen called}How to Geton TV When You're Justa
Retired Gardener Putteringn Your Yard." It's beenextremely
exciting, but very time-consuming. When the TV show was on
around theountry yeafroundandeverythingwasgoingsmoothly,
| knew thetime hadcometo write this book.

Works Again

But beforel began writing testedagainto make suréheideawas
still good. Thigimeit wasin another parbf the countryandwith
different people. It worked even better and with dramatically
increased result§ heprofits wereupto $4and$5 persquareoot.

I'm so convincedthat this methodworks in any part of the
countrythatl wantyoutotry it. Youdon'thaveto makeit abigdeal
or a largeoperation.Somepeoplestartwith only onecrop,suchas
radisheor lettuce while othersstartsmall with aselectedvarietyof
saladcrops.The mainthingis if you wantedto dosomethindike
this, nowis thetime. If youlist all of theconditionsof your present
situation,andthenreviewwhatyou consideliis a perfectpart-time
business] think you'll agreethatthis couldbeit, whetheryou're
looking forextramoney,companionshipinvolvement,successor
simply somethingofill your leisure time.
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Thissystemwill work for you while all othersareimpracticalfor
most people.Why?This is thefirst systemdesignedby a business
man rathethanafarmerorgardenerAll the othersell howto raise
crops.then,almost asnafterthoughttell howtosellthem,suggest
ing aroadsidestandor afarmers' market, methodbatjust aren't
practicalfor mostgardeners.

This systemsaimedatacommon,readilyavailable yetvirtually
untappednarket.Thatmakest asoundbusinessThesecondpoint
isthatby following the squaréoot systemyou eliminate80percent
of thedrudgery,work, expenseandspaceof conventional garden
ing, yetreapthe same amounThatmakest practicalfor just about
anyone,youngor old, busyor with time to spare.

To thoseof you who ask,"”Why square footgardening? the
answeris, "Becauset is the most foolproof way of growing the
largestand mostuniform harvestin theleastamountof spacewith
theleastamountof work.” If youdonothaveasquardoot garden,
readthe next chapterin detailaswell astheoriginal SquareFoot
Gardenbook.If youarealreadygrowing asquargoot gardenthe
next chaptemwill bring youup to datewith the innovationsand
improvements awell asthespecialadaptationdor cashgrowing.

For easiemlanting, stringsnark the squardeetin this garden.
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