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CHATTER 1

PDemons and the Supernatural

hiz is an age of phenomenal progeess il man's conguest

of the universe. Awestruck abssrvers are fiocking 10 the
aliars ereeted By acignce do mvers hunn uchievements io the
malm of natorad law. Meanwhile, the altarg of Ged are fog-
saken ug oeiuralism in theolowy threarens to climinate the
supectaiazal e everyday thought and Lifs,

The siannn is pardculatly ironical to the Chrisoan who
sees Cod peomnitting man to achieve fears bordering oo the
miraculons. Why should man beceae skeptical wnd apathetie
toward rcligiovs supernatorslism at & dme when science s
dernomstraung how “close™ the neturul snd the superoolucal
can ke?

The Fact that supernaturalism embraces oot cnly the mocally
gowd — (wul wnd his elert sapels —bot the morally el —
Satan and rhe fallen aogel: of derens - aggravales modero
man's unbelicf. For while some men have always denied the
gxistencs of God ond the boly wopels, skeprcism has especially
attended the sphere of exil sipernamcalism. Mamy who profess
Tuith io God guoestion the zxistence of o pemoonsd devil aod
casoally relegate evil spiciis 02 demans o the realm af folklore
and superstition,

[} demons cxdst?

If S and deaoons wes merely the crealwon of superstilion
und imugination, the whate feld of demonism belnags o U
woarld af Fagey Lale ondd folkloc:, and ool e dhe sphere ol Chris-
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L theclegy, I thire am no demons, eyil cannot be traced
ta thoir scowviey and depeaved aspeels of human kehavior must
bLr ylldooled to olher causes.

Biblieal evidence

The Worl of God atlests the reality of evil supecnaturalism
Menugh 1he carger of heth Satan amd Lis nyvinds of helpers
called demons or evil soirits (Luke 10217, 20). hatan 35 pre-
serned as Lusifer, (he ficel woad mesl plorious coeature of God,
wiha subszquently sinped {lsaiah 14:12, 13; Frekiel 28:11-
19: Hevelaticn 12:7-107. 1o his rebellion. Lucifer deew 5 mul-
e of angels with biso and hegamg “Saran,” a3 Hebrew word
medning opposer or “adversacy.”

Satanm reims over a kinedom of dockness oroanized inoop-
positian 10 Cred ([ Marliew 13060, This uppasilion vrvstallizes
n connscticn with mao and OGod’s pucpose for kim upon che
cacthi (Ceassis H1-133 The mneels who followed Satan be-
came the demens ar cwl spicits, Salan’™s monicens,

Scriptore not onty presencs oo [ull-orbed pictore of Satun’s
pasr, presenr, and Tufure, w0 eoveals he ende of demens s
Satan's powerful helpecs In his oppesition to God and man.

Jeriplure saploins the reason why sitanis and Jemoo -
levalence g Jiegcted sne elentleasly against man and e curh.
Appurently Lucifer. the ficst of the anpels. was ceested e e
dewrmieny pwver 1l caeth (ol A8:1-7, Fackice I3:11-19]. 3a-
tun was cxalied and sinlese Betore he mebelled and Zcouzhl
judmenl wod chaes wpon 1he sarsh,

The Creador was now Faced with the proalem ol evil and sin
in a hithereo sinless wodverse. Cod cles: e escth as the
theater in which 1o pregsend rhe great dramz of homan nedemp-
tion. This azeat eedemplive demonstoalion ool only shews how
Cod, in bis oicdde Jeve amd holiocss, deals with ovil. i will
culminae I othe congquest of sin. s beodsbousa fanen @ sio-
seurced unsverse. and it rigel seliion for 2l chermily. Leselher
wilh its perpetrataes, inon pluce of confineoen; cabled "che Jake
of fime™ CGokenna 7 eeenaal Tell (Reselaen 2-11-1531.
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Until thad cooguest, Scripture revesls, un intense struggle
fages hetween “the sced of the serpent™ 5agan il his Jemon
hordes, and “the se=d cof the womzn,” iwe virkin-born Re-
Ueemer (Oeneis 315, The OO0 Testament s replele with
demanological phenomena beceose sinoe the Fall of man in the
Garden of Eden, God's saints have been the object of satanic
artack [cf. Ganesis 4165 & [-101, Tstacl was surrounded by
pagan nation: which menifested the whale gamwe of demono-
lozizal practices amd belicds and lasbed with s1aels mono-
theiastie faicth, Ealightened Tsraelitzs regaeded idels as Jenons
worshiped by man [Baruch 4:7; Pralm 95:5 Scpruaging, L
Corinthions 10:20}; wnd the shedhim (Dewteronomy 32:17;
Paalpe 10636, 377 and gaerien (Leviticas 1773 2 Chronicles
11:15; 1saiah [3:21; 3d:147 were demonic conceplicons.

The Mew Testament presents overwhelmine svidence for the
axigtener of deneons, Jegos® powerful spirtoal onigiry precipis
tuted 4 violeot outburst of evil supernoturalismn.  Sotan and
detnens opposed his mighty osson anieng men, Koowing well
it mould Tead <o choir own undeing {Matthew 4:1-140; Mark
5:1-10). Owr Lond gave bis disciples wotherty e expel de-
mons ¢hatthew 10:1) and expelled them Rimgelf (Maithew
L5:22, 28), viewing his conguest over the demons as over
Saran {Luke 10:17, 15},

The Mew Testament speaks of dewmnons (fames 20192 Revela-
lwn 9200, descobes their neture (Luke 4:33%; 6187, 1deic
activity {1 Timoihy 4:T; Revelation 16214}, iheir nppositon
to the belisver (Ephesizns & 120}, their abode (Luke 8:31;
Revelution 9:11) und their stemal deom [Mahowr 2541 ).

Physival evidence

The tormentors amd troublemakers of natore offer an iocees
CEINE anaing:.- 1 1he evil sgencies of the spiritoal czalm. In
the plunt kinpdom, pests, insects. and blighe continually harass
the farmer, En the anioal Kingdean, all crcaturcs have ther
deadly eocmy. And the homen body is relentlessly aracked
by a mwltitwle ol bacleria which cange diwwease and deach.
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Those wha heguate W wocepl the testimony of  Soripiees
ubont he reality of demans may thos find bath scieotific and
philcsaphical cottolprilion in nulure which has boen zalled
Crod’s “wldest testament.™ The aatural woeld vividly Dlusecates
the activity wl demonic beiogs in the spiritual world,

Histoncal evidenee

The hastery of virious meligions [rum the earlies: Umes shows
belicf in Satan and demans 19 be woiversal, Accordiog 1o 1he
[ikle. deaenerution fram mopotheists resolted (o the blinding
of men By Saian and e mowl deprading [erme of ddolatcy
(Fomans 1:21-32; 2 Corinthians 4:4). By the #ime of Abra-
bzt (o, 2000 RC-}, wen bud sunk inle o crwss polythedso
thar swarmed with ewil spirits. Spells, incangations, mggical
texts, sxorcistos, and various forms of demonological phenom-
cra pbomed in dechacological discoveries froan Sumgria and
Babylon. Egyptian, Assveian, Chaldean, Oreck, and Foman
antiywity ure rich io demunic pheoomens. The deities war-
shipad were invizinle demors reproacoted by marerial idals and
images.t

The preat ethoic [oubs ©f Todia, Chig, and Japan majar
in demanagm, as well as 1he animistk religions of Alrica, South
America, aod some islunds. DBeen the apcient Bikble Langds
swiormed with demons, As George W, Gilmore declaces: “The
cntine Teligious provenisnce out of which Hebrew rehgion
sprung is Full of demonism.™ Eorly Cheistianity rescued s
coverts fraom the shackles of Satan ond demoos (Ephesions
202 Colossians 12130, To an wneaing degeee, the hiswory af
relipion 15 an aceount of dermon-concrollzd celigion. panticulurly
in 15 @lzsh with the Hebrew fuith aod Later with Clhristanity?

Exprennal evidenca

The erimes. atcocidies, and pwmodabuwes of ancicod wnd moesl-
ern wnEeiy peiel o the existence of vile spirits Wat rake pos-
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gegsion of men’™s minds and bodies snd dhove them o wick-
cdness and depravity (Romans 1:24-32; Fplssine 2:3-4;
Revelnion £:20, 213, Because of human natore itself, 'The -
Bef in ovil spirits i woiversal,™ as Tavies oboerves  Becuuse
men sensc the power of Satan and demoans inotheie Tives, (heir
kelicl in evil supernuturalism b= been os “'pecsistent and wide-
spread L LLops Deliel in Gaod, in good angels, at i e 00l im-
mortality.™

fome men belwve in Satan and demons becavse they ke
the power of Satan and demons o fleir lives, just as ilose whe
oolicve io Christ Axew God aod the power of the Holy Spirit.
Juch beliel is nar aoly the eesull of experiende bul also of in-
arincd. Cipd, as Creator of the humen mied wich i insonerive
propeositize, has given us a prioutive cevelution of both pood
and gl sapeaiiuealism. The Iasie ealhs of 1has revclacnn
have boenm perpetuatzd by a God-given instinct attesied in hu-
mian eiperience and werifable by obseecatnen of peychic phe-
namend w ohe realm of the cocol.

The actions of the dronkard. the coiminal. the Lksrtine, the
pevehically apd emonenaly disiurhed, dhe depe addict, the
eambler, and the soicidal person (cf. Tohn &:34<; Loke 22-3)
are clien cauwed By influemizs begond menial nrophysical in-
jure or disease. The soromgest evidenes omlside the Bible il
wicked ond uncleun spiritual apencks <an englave cheir vierims
and drive them o #l-dosorocton (3 provided by poople who
deliteravely plunge intc ovil, fully awame of 1he disasirous coo-
SR UencEs,

People wha dahble io the accult aod in magicnl arts are
pecklessly Narting with demonist, Anzient pagan practizes find
theer cowmerpary in today's spititistc activitizs amd peyehical
rescarch.

Mowes warned [stael of e dangers of ocoullism gz 1he nits
tinn prepared oe ender Canaon, wheee demun-gncegized prac-
tices lowrished. ™“When vou rewch the land which the Lavd
vour God ix giving vos, do act leat 1o imilale e Hhnosioos
ways of those nations. There muxsl oof he foumd among yon
apone whu makes has son of daoghter pass thsewgh the fire,
amyone peacticeng divinatiom or soothsaving, observing omens,
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applying soocery, a charmer, a medivm, o wizacd, of 0 osgs
romuancer. Fur all who do these chings are offensive o the Lord,
and heepoze of these ahomunahle procuces the Lord pour Gred
will be driving out these nabiors from before you™ {Deuternn-
amy I%:9-13, Berkeley).

Human sncrifice o appease an angry deity {damon) ams 5
picticulucly louthsome proctice of [sraels neighbors, the Am-
moiles. They presented thear childreo w: o fire osrmng
the rad Bolech, a crucl form of warship that displays all the
ciarks of Satun (Jobn Bzd44; of 1 Kinges 11:7; 2 Kins 21:6;
23:000). This morderops practio; wis rigadly bagagd (rom
Lsrael [Leviticus BE:21; 20:1-5).

Davinarion or sootheaving 15 the art of obluining unlawlul
Enceledpe of the fotuce. The methods viedate God's linliness.
In inepicdiondd Jivinution, the medium i vnder the direct in-
Augnce or ganfral of evil sparus or demors, The sarme 5 froe
of the modero spiritistic =éancc. The spicitistic apent claims 1o
elitine 1he owcoll infocmonun [com die deceosed ond 1 called
a “mediam” i.e., i Hehrew, "one making inguiry of a divining
dermon™) o “necromsacec” (in Ilebrew, “one sesking smong
the depd™).

Augury, in contrast to divination, i5 besed oo the wgents
Gr Augur's iolecpretativn of verlain sipmes o omeans g dhe sky,
in the livers of animals, cte. This eype of primitive ocgulism
2as ity modern anidowies in forlune-telling astrolagy, palmigity,
carromaney, (e divining rod or pondulum, 2 mimar or eostul
bull (mirror-mantic ). and o forms of clairveyance  {ealled
praychomelry ] o wilneh abjoors A cwsmined tn give informen-
lion about the owner.

Sorcery is o muom penerel lemno 1o desigoate the practics of
miyde through occult tormolas, incantutivns, aod meystic muwi-
terings. It gozs heyond avgury and inciodes the whole Deld
of divinaroery gcoulosm. A charmeor is a soTcemer who per-
forma supematwral Teats, A wizard Cin Hebrow, "one who
koaws™ b s i made medium wha receises saperhiinman knowl-
wdpe Lhiough his cootacs with demens. The Tepmle mediun
whu pogsesses such knowl=dgpe s culled o wich o the Ac-
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thonioed Yersion, better transluted sorecrass hy the Revisers of
1E34,

To the guestion, “Do demons actoally enisi™ the aoswer iz
un emphatic “yes.'"™ Lyidence from Scripiorz, nafors, Tsmry
o comparanve eeligiong, amd lwman gxperivmes all sty o
the existencc ol ewil aopernacuralisrm. 1o this sealmg. the ks
vizible, hierarchicul, spirtwal personalities operate who  zee
galed Cpringipalitics .., powers L wonld culers ol 1his durk-
noss .. . spirics of wickedness in the beavenly rcalms™ [(Ephe.
siams 6:12, Greek ). These spirivaal apencies sre servants of
Satan, “the sines of e power af o qar, The spicit thian aow
workeih in the children of disobedience” (Epbosiins 2:20).

Avcording o Serplare, Sulun oud demons ool only edi=n Bl
they work amang homanicy, particularly in those who, Jike Sa-
ran, disdain God und apenly mebel apainst bis lows. Demonism
.'..':.-_:r[i,|:-'.|'|rl.l rprnges an bt eagwecnog ol hoanan ecmduct
(Ephesians 2.2). Pastoral counseling. psychiateic and payeho-
logical therapy, ond even medicad eestoenl should ke these
demanie factarg wla gansidiealian,

Whoe are the demons?

Tl precise idenory of demons cnonet be detormined. be-
cause the Bible s silent on Cw issue.  Bogioew Seripore docs
mat peveil exwclly who the demons pre ar bow they came inle
boing, mumnerous thearics have boen wdwaoue] 19 awealne for
their origin.

Inearreyt theoeies

Diewzon porsession Is net wperely o superSOnious e plomalion
A cerneT ireeevrn . Such r:11ir&-nnlizing caws  nal define e
phennmicnon of evil spicits bt merely esplyios them oway. To
sty hal demen possessiva i the ame of Christ of ano tine-
eenth gznatiry Ching was nothing nwers thin che ellece uf
“rertnin diseases superclitiously roparded as due foodeeinnical
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sofuence,” we DrviesT does, cleshes witl all (he ewidence of
Jcripgure, Tastory, and buomn gxperisnce.

Lemons gre the nar dhe spirfie of decewred men, Josephuos,
the Jewish hesturdam, wus apparcody persuaded of this idea when
I viewed demons us: “ibe spirite of the wicked that cncer
iny men that are alive™ Tha explanaoom 15 apparently a ce-
flectivn o] Greek hought znd has oo foundation in Bibkseal
(INTHIVE

Ddewans are not e disanhodised spiriis of @ pre-Adaeie
rer of hemwmiy ow the eoralr. The whole idea of a pre-
Adamite "hwman” rage o “men i i flezh"F is puce con-
jecturt. The ooly created helngs eevealed o have cxizted
hefare T2 creauon of moan ame aopels. Moczover, the tiod dis-
limetion betwoen “angel™ and sprin” whieh iz thenry de-
maods, 15 gqoestionable since Seriptuce refers to aneels as soiTits
Clzalm 104:4; Helwews 1:147 aod somelnmes vses e e
“aneel™ far the spirdt of man {Matthew [B:00; Acs 12157,

The clusswa] Gresk meaning of tbe rmm “demons.” denoting
"the good spirits of departed men of the golden age™ as in
Mesiend ™ i at complets vadance with the vniform Mew Lesti-
tmear usnge of the ward. The woed “deman,” Hkz oher dis-
tinctive biblical words in Greek, was divingly mokded throceh
e pre-Chnistion cenluries (o7 Ws uiigue Wew Testamanr usage.
To usc its originally pagan concepts as the basiz of o theory i
tolaly unwarrnized.

freetions are Hot the anasttral ofspring af onpels and onde-
thileivige wovinedr. Two premices arg necessary L0 @siabhsh his
thenry, The firgy 35 chat "ihe wons of Trod™ of (Fenesis 622 are
talleo angels who had intercourse wilh moegtal woahaa, produs-
wg o munerel cace, partly e and rarly angelic, called
teitiv in Hebeow (Fallen ones), reodered “zieols” This
term celers ool so much W huan sir¢ and strength, but 1o
the Dircck gepedet [earth hornd. and is wsed ter dhe mythical
Titans, who were paclly of celestiol and peerly of torcestrial
rerigin, That these “aois af God”® were angels snd oot “pwdly
Sethives.” as some scholges onsantain,' is sappored by he
uniform w2 of that o in the A Testiment, whers i oag-
peurs restricked o anpelic beims flab Lif; 2005 38:7).
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Alihough the first premise of e aiove theory seeme estab-
liched, the second is mere supposition in tho fare of the wience
of revelation. IU L pure speculaticon 10 tmagioc thar The waedss
sierus oEspring of Falleo anpeis and ¢urrupl pre-fMood women
became disembodied spidis or demons afice their bowlics vaerse
destroyed in the deluge. “1hot the Tatlen angels whe thus sinocd
werg sohsigned 10 Tamaros 3 orevealed 1 1ke Mew Tastimend
(2 Poter Lid-B) Jude 108, T), bur the Bae nf 1heir ngnsrel
ollspring & oot wlkd in Scripture.

Hibhical interpretations

Deneoes are wrcanfined follen angels. Taowview of 11¢ Bibje's
silence Tepanding he oripin of demaons. the best supporcted
dedugtion from srpueal Bints 15 that demons are Tallen an-
gele. When lLocifer eebelled and ntrodoced sinoine o pee-
vigusly sinbss universe. he drewr with him o preal nunsber of
lowee cclestial brings (Manhew 25410 Roeciation 12.4].
These demons are free 1o toam the heavens under Lheic eidec
pringz, whe lwcapie Sooa, alse eollad “Bealzelsel, prines of
the demons™ (Masthew 12:24), "Satan and his somets™ (dul-
Ihew 2%:41), and “the deapon . . . and his aegels™ {Teveda-
dion [2:T}.

Io Sutan’s kingdom and onder bis mle, demons e Tis sube
jects and helpees (Manlew [1:260  They anc s oumerous
thut Saten’s poseer s practically obiquitous. “They ate alzo 2o
well urpenized thal safanic stratepy can nae Thern as effec-
tively as a sammandg-in-chief wiclding o geeat acmy {REphe-
sians 6:L1, 127,

Fatan's abods wod bave of eperatiom s noc in hel, buc in
the heavenly el .- nof, however. o the thind heoven e
hesven of besvens (2 Corinthisns 12:2). There the ascended
Ches iy seuled “far sty ol rule, amd '.|1J|[|:1-.‘.lrit_'r'. und CHIMCT.
and dominion™ {Fpheaians 1.20F Sumn wos espullal Tiem
o Fighest Foeven, evidenlly ool al (he tme of his primeval
Eall £2f. Tom 1:67. Twl afier Christ compieted his Tedemptive
wurs and gloticos asconsion. As “prince wl rthe power of the
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iir” ¢Ephesisne 2220, Satan znd Wiz wicked minions ace con-
faed ror the Arse and secomd heavens, Docng e greal teibula-
tiwn. Sacan and his evil acearm pliges will be cast down o carlly
(Tevelutiun 12:7-12), where thoy will miske o Juse futile =a-
Empd 0 scize eaniml of man wod che tacth [(Rewclacion 19:
20, 212, 3.

femony afve Aclede confined or impeisoned Lellen goecls.
In ndditian res 2he hostd el demens who oo ot liberty and serve
Satan in the heavenly spheees, mwllilales ace coolned in the
alwss (Tke 8:31: Rewelation 902, B0y, This iz cvideatly a
termparzey prizan far el wpirits. who gre ioparenty oo de-
praved amd kurmful o be allowed o oo e the aarth.
Heewewer, afler the Caurch has been plocibied and cemcoved
from zarth (| Thes=alonmang 4:13-18; 2 Thessalewians 27 1-90,
these vile spcits will be led locse to affict and deocive wicked
men wha will Zallaws Satan in e last Jemeon-eoersized rebel-
livm wasinst God [Revelation 901-20; [a:13, ld: ef. 3 Thes-
suivnians 2 :3-10; Revelation 13:1-145]).

Why dhose deginns are puprasnnad s wod explaned in Serip-
turz. They were originaly numbered among Satan's free hosts,
whio eoain 1he beavests, FPechape their loss of [resdam wis the
divine ponalty for posscssing human beings 1o satisty their i-
lieil esizes or to perpelrale especially beinous crimes.  Fechaps
their wicdims” swicidy lefo them helplessly exposed ta the abyss.
Apzirendy demons expelled rom posssssed proply wers sulo-
meLceally coalfined a0 the prison of depraved spiriss. a5 o the
cuse of the Cradarcoc demeondac (Luke Ho3L).

Scoipluee does reveal, howewver, dkal the unecls wii 10fl
their "first eslate™ are boond in Y'Tartzrus™ rother thamn in the
“aSyss” (2 Peter 214, 5; Jude 1:6). LThese wre thuueh: by
many schalars'™ 10 be "the soae of God” (fallen angels or de-
mons) whn echahitcd swith mortal women. producing moral
clyus in Gud's estublished order of cpzared Deings,  Thele
crisne wag g eagegaag Al these Zawless spirits (demonsh and
peraps their morstrows offspring, wene punished 2uh inposen-
mear w Cartaous, 1he Goee® mcelswr owarld, compaeabie o
hades, euther than in the cogular prison of dewion: — Be i
The Tl may by hgen mpsther indicatomy of the -:I'.u:l]'rl'li:].-
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of theic vrime, w0 whwh Gred destroyed the offspring of this
Trizarre whind,

Are demons active today?

Lvidence thut demtons exist prompts ancther guestion: &z
ferans interacting with e modery world of seience and so-
culled coflghveoment! Skepticism and ignerance criwerning the
Word of God produce appall:ny, misapprebeosions of ceality.
Men whe deny the cxistenes of Saan and detnons bereay dear
rejecion of biblieal teachings; people who denw the sctivity of
detions m contempaoracy Lle batray their imorance of signifi-
cant partions nf the Bitle,

Thic is the plight of maoy libzral chwrchmen zod of un-
trained Chrstuns, They Joave the safe mooringzs of the Word
of Cred and are caught 1 swieling currenty of goeply famone-
telling, spiritism, magic, and false cults. A netobl: example i<
e lule Bishop Jumes A Pike, who o Septemiber 1967 als
legedly commuanicated in & televised séance with his deceased
son (o suicide), throuph o well-knowno mediom, Aciboe Foed
(now dopgaged), who wias ot fhe game tinc 2 Disoiples of
Christ minister.??  This acosational séuoce stoctled peaple all
o2t the word aml alertsd Bible swudents v the realioy of mod-
ern occoltiem and reaffic i demonisn,

The tragic picturs today includes thz well-meaning o alls
taughl Christian whe prolesse o Belizee and honne the YWiord
of God. Suach = Chriglian, through ignorance of what the Bible
lenches, may odively becoms the wiclim of the [allacions rea-
seming 1t suwe God con beal and perform miracles. then
svery tasg of healing and everylhing that passes for o mirdele
15 from Ged. Inosseking to be hedled or helped, Ohiristans may
bocoane nvolved m oseme form of demon-cnercized magic.

Saran knows hiblical zrminotogy. He i5 also o masier o
misguerading under the guise of divine power. Alleged mi-
racitlang cutes or manilesirinng aften ane accompinied by doee-
trimal ecrars. Ewveey beliover should reatize thit Saan ehn e
egieimal erroms o his advaologe, but be connel overcome the
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Cheistin's delenses in Gad's Haly Woenl? This is our tulwark
cgainst demon incursion.

Lo the measure thul we neplect or a5undon the Werd of Gad,
Jeoonism Aogeshes, Tpnoraose of Biblical wwth breeds pulli-
bility. Deception is casy when fle Word of Ged ig nal gt
acourately. We are ready o believe anything when we cannot
cvaluale ivin il Tighn of Diblical e (1 Julio 4:1-57.

The contemporary Choreh lacks awareness nf s druz spiri-
lua) dimension wnd pover. Acs @ result muny wee seeking spio-
Tual dErection and belp Fom wgantizaino s Mo siress [ychin
phenomoena amd cxpericnocs, such as Tie Selipiows HKesesren
Foundadior of Amerjcg (BERTA), Tl Asociotion for Re-
fearcRt ond Eatighienmere CARE), Mmner Peaecs Maowveniead
BN, and The Spicieed Prontiors Sollowshie 2SE1F).

Others are wening @ e delosions of spiiualinm and m
fortone-tellers tor poidince. They neplect the Bible and seck
eolighteoment and cowdort in the liermnure of oocadism and
metzphysics. Bocks soch s3 A GV of Proplecy: The Flre-
comendl frane Liven; Cdpar Coveer The Secpime Prophes;
aoting Sa Steavge; aod Tle Search for Sealer Mierphy have
eojoycd 2 phonomenal szle. &1 tvpes of metuphysical |-
ure drd aneadaing the mocker especially banks o parealngy,
the ancicot, psoudoscientifiz an cultivated by King Nebuchad-
necaac [(Damel 2:27.

Hales of hornscoe magazines cun inie the milliors. Monthly
horossope columns wppear o promioenl okgisings sech s
Cretrerpelilan, Harpsr's Bazasy, Ladies Homee Fogeenendl, one be-
ing aothored by Sybil Leek, sslf-siyled as “the most oo
witeh [n ke world,” Horasgops colominsg appear inooneroa
thousand daily newspapets.

The scops and power of oodern vetoliism sligpezs 1he
imagingagn. Mlons arc unwittingly opprossed snd enslaved
by the ocoolt. Mo wonder mental und emotional problemn. in.
crease ol an alaseminge el Unless e ezzliny and poarpose of
Sutan and demons are acknowledped, some ab Lthese problerns
will oL be salved.
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CHarTER 1

Earucn 4:T. Thnr demazniem is the dynamic of pagaincil i a cleac
rewtlatiooe of Seripture (lsalin 9%:5, Scpwagint; 1 CorinChians
1n:x].

Gienrge W, Gilmere, "Themon, Deronping™ SNew Schaf-Serrop Eu-
croiopedin ol Hehgions Knawiddps, 3 390

T. Willen Davies, Megic, Diviacifon, end Dearanoiogy Amaeg e
Hashvews ena Thelr Selghberrs; Tonfik Cprgan, Bemeodpnplooby i
Lunde oler Hiteel: U KO Cuesiorreich, Modsresiirn, Demonieeal und
Sther Amorg Primitive Roees in Andgainy, the Middle Ages, cnod
Madern Thoves: Walker Senll, The Exlneree of vl Spirlts Pravped,
Davies, frenenalopr Ampnp che Hebeews, p, 05,

L. 7. Tawnsend, So/on omd themens, po 41,

Fother Deloprre, Tie Dewil: Does fe Exirt? And Wka: Dops Tle
a2 ppe 13-14; Scork, BEvil Spieliz Praved, ppo LB, 19, Fer oblee-
100 10 he doeteioss of sYil angely answeosd, ste Augusius SLrong,
aurematic Thewlegy, pp. d4bE6d; Lewis Sperry Chafer, Sywremaric
Thealsps, |7 35-32, 17, 58,

Dravies, p. 103,

Flawius Msephus. ¥err of Moo dews, 0B 3.

ir. H. Pember, Farth's Farlierr Ages ond Thelt Canaeetion with
Modern Spieimalitte awd Thecsephy, pp 12, 12

. Hesisd, Woerks and Days, Tao:. Richord Lallimuare. PE- L0124,

Fuoc a full discos€er gro zred oom of this problem, see Merrll F.
Upnger, &ea! Preeonalopy, Bch 22, pp. 4552, W, F. Albrighd
E5va that "the laraclics who bBeard 1hz ssclion reeiwed wnquestlon.
gbly 1huoghl wb intercuarse Setween angsls and womern SLlike Jawr
Taws and Chrsoatal™ (Feon he Spve Ape 1 Chelrdawiry, 7.
Z16]. = Lhe rule of Sutan and deowas io Bt wcX osee Hrad
Sroiger, Sek ond Saraaizes, po, F3-E9,

A D Uombelein The Aemoecded Hible, 40 51, 23,

Hubart F. Treemnm, Aefreraroe frona Qerwelt Gparession e Safi-
gevtiom, pp. 1, 3, B loss Srgase, cBHshop Mke's S-ange SEanzes.”
Thix Heek, The Baltimors Ern, Japveace 26, [WEH,

See the amhrr's siudy af madern spivitism as e cevival of e ao-
zicrn Brre of demaoosad o Fobdfeed Deeanelspy, ppe bd3- 1840 LC1
P. O. Mayne aod L. I Berlil, Pspohic Seoee, M, Blorsdom, £ oo
fer Dicriparye of Sl wdinm,







CHALITTER 2

Demons Against Men

'Bihli-:al tcacking on domonrdogy i3 Tefoy and chaste and
sirikingly in contrust to the cacesses and superstiticns of
pigin syelems and geen the dermanelogy of rbbinie Judyism ?
Ag part of divine reveladon, it should be froe from the crudi-
ties 25 well us emors of poobiblicat systems. The Hible does
nol deal with the impeachical or a which woald merely saeisfy
human coricsity. Henee it is reticent on many questions con-
cerning Sutuo and demons thal have litls or oo beacing on
baunan life and coadug,

For example, in the stody of demonical origic aod identity.
seriptural reserve demonstrales that the practical consideracion
v mor wherg {he demons camne foom moe precisely whe Lhey
are, but that they acmally oxist, they ame depraoved and ma-
lewolent, and the humin mee i he prime argel of their evil
degiens_

Tae Bible warns ther demons ame perpicious enocigs of man
and lesieates e wagic rale ey play in homan expericoce.
At the seme dime the BiRle clearly outlines hew mien con be
delivered fronn 5w angd evil poporoatoralism thoouph the Te-
demplive work of Christ und the pueswer of (he Holy Spini
[Colossians 1:13; 2:15; Eplhcsians 60 L-1%; 1 Peter 508, Rev-
clation L2:]1{).

¥What are demons hke?

The Bable 5 quite cxplicit rerardine the muture of dornens
arul the methods dhey ose in tempring. deceiving. sad enslav-

z1
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ing human heings,  Seriplure wcquaine ws aicth ne spoeival
focs 50 thae we may be delivered (roin dhwir power and free
ko do the will of God.

Demens are spiriteal beings

The Hible oresents dernong 55 spivilug] b orospinl per-
sonsalives. The specific wetrbote of “spicit” s ineorporeality or
immaZeriality, "A spiit hati aor fesh and booes” (Luke 24:
387, that is, demons dao not possess o maierinl body, On the
cdler hand, (hey con act upon the homan body, as well &5 the
human soul and spirir. They are capable of enlssiog b and
ussuming centrol of 4 buman body, speaking and acting through
b feom tinee 10 1lme aod even possessing it, us i 0L were (heir
0w Properiy.

Ther decions are sprits is ¢léar from ownszroos referénces
in the (rospels, “When the cven was come, 1lxy ironght unta
bim moov that were possessed with dewrosr: and he casi out
the siekes Wil is word” (Matthew £:167. When the seventy
ccturmned and jofolly declared, “Locd, cven the demons are
sebjest umio ws™ (Luke 10:17), our Lond replied, “Meverihe-
Tess in this rejoice net, that the spides arc subject woto you™
(v, 20}, “The demen” who weno oul o e lunalic boy, 33
descriled i Maohew 17018, is alse enlled 2 “foul spivit™ in
Mack 925,

The Apcetle Paul empdatically declires 1har Sacan and his
demons are spirits. [nodescsibing the Believers” conflict agains
the powers ol dockness, he Jodicawes el the iwense wafare
“% il apaingl Hesh and TWned"™ b sgains: ovil spicits, de-
scrioed as “principalitics, powers, colers of the arknes™ and
“goirfingl hoss af wickedness i he heavenly places™ {Ephe-
sians 6:120.

The Apsetls Jolin alse jelieates 121 demons are spities. [le
describes the theee vnelean spirits issuine fropn the ool of
the degen of by Tweest, and of Mhe false praphet. @5 the
“spirity abf demons” (Hevelaton 16:14Y. The expressina may
b imigrpeaied either o & eammon genitive af descriplion. -
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fining the spirits as “demomdc,” or botker as o genitive of ap-
pestiens, naee paeticnlioly defomg the peneral Rrm spicits.™
which may be cither good or bad, as bad, nr "demcon-3paes™

Demons sre personalities

The fact tha: demons wee spirits, and thus immaterial and
meerpored], dog: ool in The ledst supmest that they lack in-
dividuality, wicth all rhe clements of pgmna]i[f,' 5|.|-£h_ as will,
‘eelings, aod intellect. Like all Ged's creatorcs, they werz com-
stitoeed with self-detenoining choice, Created onginally sin-
less, they fnincd Satan in g chasen cowrse of rehcllion, Their
decicion wus deliberate and in S fWl knowledes of heoin-
finite govddness and holiness of thewr Creawon, This i» wiy they
are Incorrigible eod comfirmed in their depravity with no hope
ol cepentarwes or changes. Like Salan's, 1beir choice (s irretriey-
able; thogr doam is gealzd {Luke &:31; Reovelpunn 2001, 2,
10, 153.

Thal emeos are dadividuals o nesied by thee o Hiper
end voluntery actions. They chink, they speak, they act [Acts
19:15, 18] thraugh a spicitistic medicm or throagrth @ persen
ove: whom they have acqueed coneal, Inothe case of the
demoon posscssod, the dominzien i almost complete {Mark
5:10; Luke 4:24). In case of demen milluswee, e contral
is Tess erpplers and diccer (1 Tienrqye 4.0, 2, 1 Jahn «:1, 24

Brcause demoms arc spiril personilitiss, they v qcr opan
and influenee man's body amd mivd. Cocinsclons, parapsycholo-
gists, and paychiarizts whe dzny ar ignare this sphere af renhee
cemdes temselves uneguipped Le el wath paatientz wis may
he sullaring from occalt oppees-icn and subjection in o chey
when disturbancas of bott mind ond bonly from 1his snurce ane
becoming more nomeseus and moene pronooneed.

Dencns are invisible

Divine revelaiion uniforenly views detnens o exZlospings s
denizens of the world ol evil sopermowralisn opeciting akave




ad ¢ Demenes in e World Today

the natueal 13w, Spicils are nd nomally sobject o Teuman
visibility or other sensory pereeption, Cod's uoiveose operutes
uowdevialingly io wcevrduoce with the purpose for whaeh Te
created it. The all-wige aod il-powerful Creatwr s oot pe-
mittiog Sutan and demons to throw his ordercd univgrse inoe
oonfusion by viclating the lows he has established. Mo is be
permitting hig oam people toee do so Theowgh Baplazard nicocles.

Though not imoring the [aws of nadwere, Crod’=s YWaord also
recomirgt the pogsable triketeodene of malucd ke m divioe
miracle both in good superostoralism (Fxedos 14: 193] 17!
3-T; Joshuw 3:16, 17; &:240: Juan Z:4; 11:44)} snd in @il
supernaturalisnn (Exedtos 7:00, 10, I35 817 2 Thessalomans
2:3-10; Bevelution L3:15).

When mutural Liw 35 teanscendsdd by Jivine mizsche, lhe pa-
tural ey may sce the spiritwal reality. An Ulustracdon is pro-
vided jm 2 Kiops 6:17. In snswer o Clisher's prayer, the Lend
“opened the eyes’’ of the praphct’s scevant who saw tie moun-
twin full of horses wod chudots of fire tound whowt Elisha "
In hke marper Ebsha sawe [y “charior of firg, and horses of
fire” when Elijeh went op by a whitwind into beuven (2
Kiogs 2:11}, Siwdlacy John saw the denicns coning wp Erom
the abwyss jn dhelr last-dav croprion as bocuss  (Hevesation
U-1-125. He also sww the thres bideous demons izsuing from
the mourhs of Mg dragon, the heast, and the false prophet s
froglike spirits §Revelution 15:13, 147,

The apecalyplic seer gliznpsed tese foul spirits propheticully
and hy supermatoral vision. Bud when they are wenl afaingd
meo they will by invaeible w the fatueal oy, Theic presenos
will be ¥hown by the exerumiating pain thew iaflict and the
gross, deception they cuuse. The barm they inflset will be io-
eecapabale, Tesmuse their vicos will be unable to shizld bem-
schees ITom an invisible snemy,

Dul =pirits ¢on beconie discernible 10 men chrough Sran-
scendence of natoral law. Evil spidls may e sean and com-
municated with througl, @ iotermediary o medinm. Jusl &8
Poter and Paul saw zod talked with an angel (Aers 5010, 37
23 24), w human beings today can communicily with evil
gpirits throurh magie ritcs amd incanliolam:,
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Commuonizalion with dhe demgn worhl eesulls in superna-
Loral manifestations, but shese, cteietly speaking, are nar mipagu-
Teas. Oxgea|r emslavement and exitaseénsory phenomena await
people who enter the reslm from which God would [redeer hig
own peepie (Deuwnenoay 18140, 11) sod ageinst which ke
solcimnly warns them {Leviticas (%030 20027 1 Saoue] 28:9;
1 Vimathy 4:1,2; | John 4:1-3).

YWiaen men igoore God's waroings and enler o forbiddeo
ccalm, they may witness matcrializatinns, Tevications, and Tomi.
nous apparitions, as well a5 experence soitit rappings, trunces,
autpmatic writing, magie phenomensd, clifvoymnoe, oral awd
writlen communications and cther formis of spiritistic phenom-
eod, Such mamifestativns are pot micicks, They represest (he
operation of (he occult within § cortaio well-defined sphere
olerated by God. Oecult subjection aod oppression are dhe in-
Coilalile peaallies woell who rale in the ealm of @] sopore
naturzlism.*

The Scriplores wre muckedly reticent on the malter of spirng
heing scen h:.l humzws, Hero again e Bible stands in contrast
to ethnic ood rabbinic sysiems. Mulitudes of denions i b
zarre Lo are desceibed i ancient seontie demanaology.® Fab-
binic demenolage, for example, divides demoms Do 2o
classes: oome composed ol pomely spicitual beings, the other of
half-zpacils” The atler were ﬂ'u-mlg_ht to have a prpcho-sarcogs
constitution that inwolved them in physical need. and func-
tions, Although the Bible 35 silent cotccening such “halbgeis-
ter,” they weuid scem ta be whao the offsoring of the angels
anl mortal womeo {Cenesis 6:1-4) nighl have been, bali-
angehic and hall=human nuwnseces.

Demcnic intellipenoe

Fiarn denweed the eavmntogy of the word “demen” (Gresk,
dnoimme) from an adpective mesning “imelhigent’™ or Ykoow-
e T8 (hes derivalion is eorreet, it soggests that intelligenoe
wag considered 1 prominent choractecistic of demons”  This
willd be expected, f demans aze Tallen amgels. As Satam's
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a5l wisduan e vidaied when be sinned (Fackicl 28:12,
17). the great wisdome (hat chacactensss aopels in aeoeral
(2 Samuel 14:207 must wso bave Bren corrapted i Tns dal-
Inwrers. This is nedoubdedly why Jemoeos use their goeat bt
pervertsd knowledge so relentlessly inoan ¢fort too Fousicate
Gicd's purpaes.

Men who consult professional snedioms wmd use  onher
metheds of divination to obtain knowledge of the futuee seem
o wnply A Jegeee of coofidence in the intellipeoce of el
gpirits. The superior knowledge demiens posstss 5 nar a hely
or saving knowledee, Demons “pelisve™ but ooly to “trem-
Bla™ (James 2:19), They are confitned in depeavily aoed
never ceek forpgivensss. As preemincotly onclean spiros, thes
pever loog for pucity, They cooftss Jesus Christ is Lexd. buwt
they da neg trest Chrise or guhinit to him, althgugh they recog-
mize his authority (Mark 1:24; 5:6, 7). They cleverly with-
hold koowledge of bis incarnation and <omplered redemprion
(1 Johm 4:1-6), cormupt sound dectrine (1 Timaothy 4:1-3),
distern belwesn those whe have God's w20l and those wlio da
nat {Rovelatwon 9:d), and know fuil wel heir own trage
destiny and inevitable doom {Malbew B:297.

Derunnic strength

Their swperhaman nellest = azcomipanicd by superphysi-
cal sorengen. The psalmist celenzates this anpelic chumergnstic:
“Bless the Lord, wve bis angels, Mar zxeel in seength, thee do
his eormmandments, hearkening unto the eoice of his word”
[Pewlm 103:200. The Apcste Porer alse spraks of the “power
andd puight*' of aogelic spiris (2 Peter 2:105. Cur Lond him-
self todirectly referred o demuoic sireugth {of, Matthew 12
297,

Porverted power and strength are thes gongpicunus crimiboes
of Fallen sgels. This rranic cacrgy is disployed in L supei-
natural strength demons cun dmpirt wohe hwman boedy when
ey wmler A0 and passess it The Gedirenr  demanig whe
wily tommnated by o “legion” of depwny (Mack 5:8) could nat
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