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Preface 

The Historical Dictionary of American Propaganda puts U.S. propaganda into 
a historical perspective. There are many interpretations of propaganda, but a 
simple one might be that it is one-sided communication designed to influence 
people's thinking and actions. 

PURPOSE 

This book includes two forms of propaganda: (1) any efforts created by the U.S. 
government and directed toward a foreign country or its people, for example, 
World War II radio and leaflet propaganda; and (2) propaganda created by for­
eign countries and aimed at the United States, for example, Axis propaganda 
that targeted the United States and its Allies in World War II and Soviet propa­
ganda during the Cold War. 

An introduction provides an overview on U.S. official propaganda, and there 
are 353 entries on people and events from the period of the War of American 
Independence to the Iraqi conflict. Entries range in size from approximately 
75 to 1,500 words. This work looks at government campaigns and noted propa­
gandists, bringing together in one concise volume persons, events, themes, and 
other information on U.S. propaganda. 

STRUCTURE 

Despite the ever-increasing bibliography on propaganda, including several classic 
works, the Historical Dictionary of American Propaganda is, we believe, the first 
dictionary work. The 353 entries are arranged alphabetically with appropriate 
cross referencing ("see also" and "see" references). The front of the book in­
cludes an alphabetical list of all the dictionary entry names; a listing by broad 
subject of all the entry names; an introductory overview of the subject; and a 
general chronology of American propaganda, highlighting the major dates and 
events that are further defined in the dictionary. Bibliographic resources are 
provided with most entries. The bibliography at the back of the book includes 
general and topical works. An annotated guide provides information on research 



 
XXII Preface 

collections that maintain propaganda-related material. Bold terms in the entries 
refer the reader to related entries. Although there are cross references throughout 
the dictionary for further access to information, in addition, an index provides 
more specific entry to names, publications, and events described within the entries. 

SCOPE 

The Historical Dictionary of American Propaganda came about from the 
authors' own experiences at the United States Information Agency (USIA), from 
which co-author Herb Romerstein retired in 1989 as the Soviet Disinformation 
Officer. Martin Manning continues as a research librarian in USIA's successor 
(since 1999), the Bureau of Public Diplomacy, under the U.S. Department of 
State. There, among other duties, he maintains the Bureau's Public Diplomacy 
Historical Collection, which was created at the suggestion of then USIA Director 
Edward R. Murrow (1961-1964) to answer questions on the history of USIA, its 
successors, and its functions. 

The authors explore the historical role of American propaganda and its signif­
icance in U.S. history from the French and Indian War (1754) with Benjamin 
Franklin's Join, or Die cartoon to the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on 
9/11/2001. The book is not intended as a comprehensive treatise on American 
propaganda. Because the focus of this book is U.S. official propaganda, interna­
tional propaganda is included only as it applies to the United States. 

The entries were compiled from both primary and secondary sources after a 
thorough search of books, articles, documents, dissertations and personal papers, 
many from the Public Diplomacy Historical Collection, formerly the USIA 
Historical Collection. 

This dictionary tries to be inclusive in its coverage of persons and events that 
the authors considered to be important in U.S. propaganda history. The authors 
include all the major publications, people, countries, and events, especially those 
that are well known from such sources, such as the Committee on Public 
Information, Office of War Information, United States Information Agency, that 
were created as propaganda agencies. Also included are such individuals as 
Thomas Paine, "Axis Sally" (Mildred Gillars), "Tokyo Rose," Harriet Beecher 
Stowe and her abolition novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin, and many more. However, no 
attempt was made to list everyone who worked in American propaganda. 

The selection process for the list of entries was not easy, but an attempt was 
made to cover topics and people the authors thought were important. General 
subject areas include front organizations, Soviet disinformation, prominent pro­
pagandists, and significant materials in the subject of propaganda (books, exhi­
bitions and fairs, films, newspapers, pamphlets, periodicals, posters). Certain 
categories were omitted because they are not significant to the book's intent and 
purpose: (1) activist movements, such as domestic advocacy, or the homosexual 
liberation movement, a controversial but minor propaganda issue except in its 
importance in Soviet disinformation regarding AIDS; and (2) morale builders, 
such as Clara Barton and the Red Cross or the United Service Organizations 
(USO), which are not really propagandists or propaganda organizations. 

Several essays were combined under a more common term rather than treated 
as individual essays, for example, U.S. Congressional Investigations of 
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Propaganda. This term includes such committees as the Dies Committee, House 
Special Committee to Investigate Communist Propaganda in the United States, 
Overman Committee, and Senate Committee on the Investigation of Propaganda. 
There are appropriate cross references in the text. However, there is a separate 
entry for the best known of these committees, the House Un-American Activities 
Committee. 
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