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Dear Reader,

Thank you for choosing Mastering Hyper-V Deployment. This book is part of a family of premium-
quality Sybex books, all of which are written by outstanding authors who combine practical
experience with a gift for teaching.

Sybex was founded in 1976. More than 30 years later, we're still committed to producing consis-
tently exceptional books. With each of our titles, we're working hard to set a new standard for the
industry. From the paper we print on to the authors we work with, our goal is to bring you the best
books available.

I'hope you see all that reflected in these pages. I'd be very interested to hear your comments and
get your feedback on how we're doing. Feel free to let me know what you think about this or
any other Sybex book by sending me an email at nedde@wiley.com. If you think you've found

a technical error in this book, please visit http://sybex. custhelp.com. Customer feedback is
critical to our efforts at Sybex.

Best regards,

Vice President and Publisher
Sybex, an Imprint of Wiley
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Foreword

After many years and many missteps, Microsoft has given us a top-quality server virtualization
tool, Hyper-V Server. It’s about time, then, for us Windows types to understand it. After all, if
you already have Windows Server 2008 or 2008 R2, then Hyper-V is essentially free and in the
box, so why not take it through its paces and see what it can do for you?

In my life as a technologist, I've been lucky enough to have seen great changes in the com-
puter business. The 1970s brought us personal computers, and the 1980s brought us operating
systems and useful applications for those computers. The 1990s brought an explosion of net-
working and internetworking, which led to another explosion: a massive increase in the number
of computers needed to run that Internet. Fortunately, the 21st century’s first decade brought
virtualization, the technology that’s gone furthest in reducing the number of computers needed
to run the world. Virtualization is a technology that can save money, make IT greener, and ease
the task of keeping our computers running reliably. Virtualization can do those things, however,
only if we take the time to truly understand virtualization technology or, alternatively, if we're
smart enough to find someone with the knowledge, tenacity, and hard-earned battle scars to
handle that virtualization stuff for us, and to do it well.

In my life as an employer, a colleague, or a friend to techies of all stripes, I've been lucky to
have worked with many folks in the IT community. Rarely, however, do I meet someone who
doesn’t just learn the minimum necessary to get by in some IT-related task. Of course, we all
want to understand things “down to the bare metal,” but as a rule, time pressures on and off the
job often conspire to keep that from happening. My friend Aidan Finn is an exception to that
rule, though. Once he gets interested in a subject, he refuses to leave it alone until he has mas-
tered it as fully as is possible—and that quality is why I'm pleased that this book has found its
way out of his cranium and onto the printed page.

Server virtualization can deliver much, but it’s not all wine and roses, and newcomers to
Microsoft Hyper-V shouldn’t expect that a few wizards will be sufficient to get them up and
running. Which servers are appropriate to virtualize, and which are not? How can you back
up and, more important, restore virtual machines? Can you uproot and transplant an existing
physical server into a virtual machine, and how best might you do that? Is it dangerous to run
domain controllers as virtual machines? Will you find securing a virtual system harder than
securing a physical one? Those are questions that I hear on my online forum—a forum that
Aidan has been an active member for years—nearly every day. And nearly every day, Aidan is
the guy (or one of the guys—it’s a smart and feisty lot) with the answer, so if you're looking for
Hyper-V help, you've come to the right place.

With that said, I think it’s time for me to grab a seat, dig into a bucket of popcorn, and let
Aidan take the stage. Come join me; there’s an empty chair over here! The show is about to
begin, and you don’t want to miss any of it!

—Mark Minasi

Author of Mastering Microsoft Windows Server series
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