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f o r e w o r D

I met Georgia Weidman at a conference almost two 
years ago. Intrigued by what she was doing in the 
mobile device security field, I started following her 
work. At nearly every conference I’ve attended since 
then, I’ve run into Georgia and found her passion-
ately sharing knowledge and ideas about mobile 
device security and her Smartphone Pentesting 
Framework. 

In fact, mobile device security is only one of the things Georgia does. 
Georgia performs penetration tests for a living; travels the world to deliver 
training on pentesting, the Metasploit Framework, and mobile device secu-
rity; and presents novel and innovative ideas on how to assess the security of 
mobile devices at conferences. 

Georgia spares no effort in diving deeper into more advanced top-
ics and working hard to learn new things. She is a former student of my 
(rather challenging) Exploit Development Bootcamp, and I can attest to 
the fact that she did very well throughout the entire class. Georgia is a true 
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hacker—always willing to share her findings and knowledge with our great 
infosec community—and when she asked me to write the foreword to this 
book, I felt very privileged and honored.

As a chief information security officer, a significant part of my job 
revolves around designing, implementing, and managing an information 
security program. Risk management is a very important aspect of the pro-
gram because it allows a company to measure and better understand its 
current position in terms of risk. It also allows a company to define priori-
ties and implement measures to decrease risk to an acceptable level, based 
on the company’s core business activities, its mission and vision, and legal 
requirements.

Identifying all critical business processes, data, and data flows inside 
a company is one of the first steps in risk management. This step includes 
compiling a detailed inventory of all IT systems (equipment, networks, 
applications, interfaces, and so on) that support the company’s critical busi-
ness processes and data from an IT perspective. The task is time consuming 
and it’s very easy to forget about certain systems that at first don’t seem to 
be directly related to supporting critical business processes and data, but 
that are nonetheless critical because other systems depend on them. This 
inventory is fundamentally important and is the perfect starting point for a 
risk-assessment exercise.

One of the goals of an information-security program is to define what 
is necessary to preserve the desired level of confidentiality, integrity, and 
availability of a company’s IT systems and data. Business process owners 
should be able to define their goals, and our job as information-security 
professionals is to implement measures to make sure we meet these goals 
and to test how effective these measures are. 

There are a few ways to determine the actual risk to the confidentiality, 
integrity, and availability of a company’s systems. One way is to perform a 
technical assessment to see how easy it would be for an adversary to under-
mine the desired level of confidentiality, break the integrity of systems, and 
interfere with the availability of systems, either by attacking them directly 
or by attacking the users with access to these systems.

That’s where a penetration tester (pentester, ethical hacker, or what-
ever you want to call it) comes into play. By combining knowledge of how 
systems are designed, built, and maintained with a skillset that includes 
finding creative ways around defenses, a good pentester is instrumental in 
identifying and demonstrating the strength of a company’s information-
security posture.

If you would like to become a penetration tester or if you are a systems/
network administrator who wants to know more about how to test the 
security of your systems, this book is perfect for you. You’ll learn some of 
the more technical phases of a penetration test, beginning with the initial 
information-gathering process. You’ll continue with explanations of how to 
exploit vulnerable networks and applications as you delve deeper into the 
network in order to determine how much damage could be done.

This book is unique because it’s not just a compilation of tools with 
a discussion of the available options. It takes a very practical approach, 
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designed around a lab—a set of virtual machines with vulnerable applica-
tions—so you can safely try various pentesting techniques using publicly 
available free tools.  

Each chapter starts with an introduction and contains one or more 
hands-on exercises that will allow you to better understand how vulner-
abilities can be discovered and exploited. You’ll find helpful tips and tricks 
from an experienced professional pentester, real-life scenarios, proven tech-
niques, and anecdotes from actual penetration tests. 

Entire books can be written (and have been) on the topics covered in 
each chapter in this book, and this book doesn’t claim to be the Wikipedia 
of pentesting. That said, it will certainly provide you with more than a first 
peek into the large variety of attacks that can be performed to assess a tar-
get’s security posture. Thanks to its guided, hands-on approach, you’ll learn 
how to use the Metasploit Framework to exploit vulnerable applications and 
use a single hole in a system’s defenses to bypass all perimeter protections, 
dive deeper into the network, and exfiltrate data from the target systems. 
You’ll learn how to bypass antivirus programs and perform efficient social-
engineering attacks using tools like the Social-Engineer Toolkit. You’ll see 
how easy it would be to break into a corporate Wi-Fi network, and how to use 
Georgia’s Smartphone Pentest Framework to assess how damaging a com-
pany’s bring your own device policy (or lack thereof) could be. Each chap-
ter is designed to trigger your interest in pentesting and to provide you with 
first-hand insight into what goes on inside a pentester’s mind.

I hope this book will spark your creativity and desire to dive deeper into 
certain areas; to work hard and learn more; and to do your own research 
and share your knowledge with the community. As technology develops, 
environments change, and companies increasingly rely on technology 
to support their core business activities, the need for smart pentesters 
will increase. You are the future of this community and the information-
security industry.  

Good luck taking your first steps into the exciting world of pentesting. 
I’m sure you will enjoy this book!

Peter “corelanc0d3r” Van Eeckhoutte
Founder of Corelan Team
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